CITY OF SANTA FE
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-04

On this the 8% day of February, 2024, the City Council of the City of Santa Fe, Texas,
convened in regular session, open to the public, with the following members present, to wit:

Bill Pittman, MAYOR

Ronald “Bubba” Jannett, COUNCILMEMBER
John Dickerson, COUNCILMEMBER

Dana Marks, COUNCILMEMBER

And the following absent:  MAYOR PRO TEM Brandon Noto, excused
COUNCILMEMBER Jason O’Brien, excused

constituting a quorum, and among other proceedings had were the following:

In accordance with Sections 3.004 and 3.005 of the Election Code, the City Council
issues the following Election Order:

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Fe is a home rule city in the state of Texas; and

WHEREAS, periodically, the City Council Fe finds it to be in the best interest of the
public to present its voters with the opportunity to amend the City’s Home Rule Charter; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that three (3) propositions should be presented to
voters at the next uniform election date for possible changes to the City Charter; and

WHEREAS, the laws of the State of Texas further provide that the Election Code of the
State of Texas is applicable to said election, and in order to comply with said Code, an order
should be passed establishing the procedures to be followed in said election, and designating the
judges and clerks and the voting places for said election.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SANTA FE, TEXAS, THAT:

Section 1. A special City Charter election is hereby ordered to be held on May 4, 2024, for
the purpose of presenting to voters the following three Propositions, with such
Propositions being made available to voters in both English and Spanish, as

below:

(13

Proposition A
Amending the Charter of the City of Santa Fe by deletion and revision to require
and ensure compliance with state law.

Measure A



Measure A
Section 1.03 - CITY LIMITS - EXTENSION OF BOUNDARIES

The City Council shall have power by ordinance to fix the boundary limits of
the City of Santa Fe and to provide for the alteration and the extension of said
boundary limits, and the annexation of additional territory lying adjacent to the
City, with—or—without—the consent—of the—inhabitants—annexed subject to the

procedures set forth in State law.
Section 3.06 - ELIGIBILITY:

Eligibility to file. Each candidate for an elective City office shall meet the
qualifications as prescribed by the Texas Election Code with the following

exceptions:
(a) Shall be a registered voter of the city.

(b)  Shall have resided continuously for at least twelve (12) months preceding
the date of the regular filing deadline for a candidate's application for a place on
the ballot the-election—within-the-corporate limits-of the City—includingterritory

; ; ine. In determining whether a person has
complied with a residence requirement under this section. residence in an area
while the area was not part of the city is considered as residence within the city if
the area is part of the city on the date that is the basis for determining the

applicable period of residence.

(c) Shall be at least 21 years of age on the first day of the term to be filled at the
election or on the date of appointment, as applicable.

(d) No candidate may file more than one office or position number per election.

(¢) Shall not be an employee of the City

at the time of taking office. Ne

(dc) Conduct and Regulation of Elections.

All City elections shall be governed by the Constitution of the State of Texas,
general laws of the State, this Charter, and ordinance of the City, in the order
named. Municipal elections shall be conducted by the election officials appointed
or approved by the Council.

(ed) Publicizing City Elections.



It is the responsibility of the Council to inform the voters as to the time, place,
date and purpose, for the upcoming general city election, in accordance with the
Texas Election Code.

Section 6.06 - OFFICIAL BALLOTS

(a) Names on Ballot.

The name of each candidate nominated for office, except those who have
withdrawn, died or become ineligible, shall be printed on the official ballots
without party designation or symbol, and in the form designed by the candidate.
If two or more candidates for the same office have the same or similar surnames,
each of those candidates may have printed on the ballot a brief distinguishing
description or title, not to exceed four words. following the candidate's name.
The description or title may only refer to the candidate's place of residence or
nresent or former profession. occupation, or position. However. the description or
title may not refer to a public office.
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Section 7.15 - FORM OF PETITION:

Initiative petition papers shall contain the full text of the proposed ordinance.
The signatures to initiative or referendum petitions need not all be appended to
one paper, but to each separate petition there shall be attached a statement of the
circulator thereof as provided by this section. Each signer of any petition paper
shall sign his name in ink or indelible pencil, and shall contain in addition to the
sienature: (A) the signer's printed name: (B) the signer's: (i) date of birth: or (ii)
voter registration number: (C) the signer's residence address: and (D) the date of
sioning indicate-after his—name his—place—ofresidence-by cet—and-HAYMber—o
: i i . There shall appear on each
petition the names and addresses of five (5) voters, who, as a committee of the
petitioners, shall be regarded as responsible for the circulation and filing of the




petition. Attached to each separate petition paper there shall be an affidavit of the
circulator thereof that only be personally circulated the fore-going paper, that it
bears a stated number of signatures appended thereto which were made in his
presence, and that he believes them to be the genuine signatures of the persons
whose names they support to be. The number of circulators is not limited.

Section 7.17 - COUNCIL CONSIDERATION AND SUBMISSION TO
VOTERS

Whenever the Council receives a certified initiative or referendum petition
from the City Secretary, it shall proceed at once to consider such petition. A
proposed initiative ordinance shall be read, and provision shall be made for a
public hearing upon the proposed ordinance. The Council shall take final action
on the ordinance not later than sixty (60) days after the date on which such
ordinance was submitted to the Council by the City Secretary. A referred
ordinance shall be reconsidered by the Council, and its final vote upon such
reconsideration shall be upon the question, "Shall the ordinance specified in the
referendum petition be repealed?”

If the Council shall fail to pass an ordinance proposed by the initiative
petition, or shall pass it in a form different from that set forth in the petition
therefore, or if the Council fails to repeal a referred ordinance, the proposed or

referred ordinance shall be submitted to the voters netJess-than-thirty (30)-days

ner-mete-than ninety(90)-days from on the next uniform election date authorized
by laws after the date the Councﬂ takes its ﬁnal vote thereon CPhe—Geuﬁeﬂ—shaH—lf

;aws—ef—the—sate—eﬁexas—asawer—hefeaﬁ%am%ﬂded- The C1ty shall have the
power to levy taxes at-a-maximum-inerease-of 7-50-percent{(71/2%)-abeve-the
effective-taxrate-and not to exceed the a maximum rate of ninety cents (90¢) per
one hundred dollars ($100) valuation. A tax levy in excess of this maximum rate
must be approved by a majority of the votes cast by the electors of the City of
Santa Fe. The tax rate will apply to the general fund, however, no tax limit will be
set against any tax levied for the retirement of bonded indebtedness which has

been authorized by the vote of the people.



Propesition B

Amending the Charter of the City of Santa Fe by deleting and amending those
provisions which are redundant of state law, duplicative of other sections of the
Charter or otherwise unnecessary for placement in the Charter.



Measure B
Section 2.01 - GENERAL

The Citv shall have all the powers granted to cities by the Constitution and
oeneral laws of the State together with all of the implied powers necessary to

execute such granted powers.




its—No tax bonds of
the City, excepting funding and refunding bonds, shall be issued until first
approved by a majority of the duly qualified resident electors of the City of Santa
Fe.-All bonds-shall be-authorized by-ordinanee-passed-by-an-atirm e e 2







Proposition C

Amending the Charter of the City of Santa Fe to provide that the City Council
may determine how to fill a vacancy on City Council with less than 365 days
remaining in the vacated office as authorized by the Texas Constitution.

Measure C

Section 3.09 - VACANCIES, FORFEITURE, FILLING OF VACANCIES:

(¢c) Filling of Vacancies:

In the event of a single vacancy in the City Council. if there are 365 days or more
remaining on the term of the vacated City Council position. the City Council shall
call a special election. to be held within one hundred and twenty (120) days after
such vacancy occurs. to fill such vacancy. If there are less than 365 days
remaining in the term of the vacated City Council position. the City Council may.
by majority vote of the remaining Councilmembers, at its discretion appoint a
new Mavor or Councilmember to fill such vacancy or call a special election to fill
such vacancy for the remaining term.




Propuesta A
Modificacién de la Carta de la Ciudad de Santa Fe mediante supresién y revision
para exigir y garantizar el cumplimiento de la ley estatal.

Medida A

Seccion 1.03 - LIMITES DE LA CTUDAD - EXTENSION DE LOS
LIMITES

El Concejo Municipal tendré poder por ordenanza para fijar los limites
fronterizos de la Ciudad de Santa Fe y para disponer la alteracion y la extension
de dichos limites fronterizos, y la anexion de territorio adicional adyacente a la

Ciudad, eeﬁ_e_sa-a—el—eeﬂsem}m&eme—ée—les—hab&aﬂ%%—aﬂe%&des suyjetos a los

procedimientos establecidos en la ley estatal.
Seccion 3.06 - ELEGIBILIDAD:

Elegibilidad para presentar la solicitud. Cada candidato a un cargo electivo
de la Ciudad debera reunir los requisitos prescritos por el Codigo Electoral de
Texas, con las siguientes excepciones:

(a) Debera ser un votante registrado de la ciudad.

(b) Haber residido de forma continua durante al menos doce (12) meses
anteriores a la fecha de la fecha limite de presentacidn regular para la solicitud de

un candldato para_un 1u;_ar en la boleta d&ha—e}eee}en—den%re—ée—les—l-}mﬁes

}mﬁ%é%pfeseﬂ%&e}eﬂ Para deterrnmar si_una persona ha cumr-hdo con un
requisito de residencia en virtud de esta seccién, la residencia en un area mientras
que el 4rea no era parte de la ciudad se considera como residencia dentro de la
ciudad si el area es parte de la ciudad en la fecha que es la base para determinar el
periodo de residencia aplicable.

(c) Tener como minimo 21 afios de edad el primer dia del mandato que deba
cubrirse en la eleccién o en la fecha del nombramiento. segin proceda.

(d) Ningtin candidato podrd presentar mas de un numero de cargo o puesto por
eleccion.

(e) No debera ser empleado de la Cludad en el momento de tomar posesién de
su_cargo. — ; 50—€




(dc) Desarrollo y Regulacion de las Elecciones.

Todas las elecciones de la Ciudad seran gobernadas por la Constitucion del
Estado de Texas, las leyes generales del Estado, esta Carta, y la ordenanza de la
Ciudad, en el orden nombrado. Las elecciones municipales serdn conducidas por
los funcionarios electorales designados o aprobados por el Concejo.

(ed) Publicidad de las Elecciones Municipales.

Es responsabilidad del Concejo informar a los votantes sobre la hora, el lugar, la
fecha y el proposito de las proximas elecciones generales de la ciudad, de acuerdo
con el Codigo Electoral de Texas.

Seccién 6.06 - BOLETAS OFICIALES
(a) Nombres en la Boleta.

El nombre de cada candidato propuesto para un cargo, excepto los que se hayan
retirado, hayan fallecido o sean inclegibles, se imprimira en las boletas oficiales
sin designacion o simbolo de partido, y en la forma disefiada por el candidato. Si
dos o mas candidatos a un mismo cargo tienen apellidos iguales o similares, cada
uno de ellos podra llevar impreso en la boleta una breve descripcion o titulo
distintivo. que no exceda de cuatro palabras. a continuacién del nombre del
candidato. La descripcion o el titulo solo pueden hacer referencia al lugar de
residencia del candidato o a su profesién. ocupacién o cargo actual o anterior. Sin
embargo. la descripeion o el titulo no pueden referirse a un cargo publico. Si-des




Seccién 7.15 - FORMULARIO DE PETICION:

Los documentos de peticion de iniciativa contendréan el texto completo de la
ordenanza propuesta. No es necesario que todas las firmas de las peticiones de
iniciativa o referéndum se adjunten a un solo documento, pero a cada peticion por
separado se adjuntard una declaracién del circulador de la misma, segun lo
dispuesto en esta seccion. Cada firmante de cualquier documento de peticion
firmar4 su nombre con tinta o lapiz indeleble, y contendra ademds de la firma: (A)
el nombre impreso del firmante: (B) la: (i) fecha de nacimiento: o (i) numero de
registro de votante del firmante: (C) la direccion de residencia del firmante: v (D)
la fecha de la firmaindicando-después—de-su—nombre-sulugar-de-residencia-pe

alle—numero—u—otra-deseripeidn—sufie ificar-elJugar. En cada
peticion deberan figurar los nombres y direcciones de cinco (5) electores que, en
calidad de comité de los peticionarios, se considerardn responsables de la difusion
y presentacion de la peticion. Se adjuntard a cada uno de los documentos de
peticién una declaracion jurada de la persona que los haya hecho circular en la
que conste que s6lo €l los ha hecho circular personalmente, que llevan un niimero
determinado de firmas adjuntas que fueron realizadas en su presencia, y que cree
que son las firmas auténticas de las personas cuyos nombres apoyan. El nimero

de circuladores no esté limitado.

Seccién 7.17 - CONSIDERACION DEL CONCEJO Y SUMISION A LOS
VOTANTES

Siempre que el Concejo reciba una peticion certificada de iniciativa o
referéndum del Secretario de la Ciudad, procedera de inmediato a considerar
dicha peticién. Se leerd una propuesta de ordenanza de iniciativa y se dispondra la
celebracién de una audiencia publica sobre la ordenanza propuesta. El Concejo
tomara una decisién final sobre la ordenanza a mas tardar sesenta (60) dias
después de la fecha en que dicha ordenanza fue presentada al Concejo por el
Secretario de la Ciudad. Una ordenanza referida serd reconsiderada por el
Concejo, y su voto final sobre tal reconsideracion sera sobre la pregunta: ";Debe
ser derogada la ordenanza especificada en la peticion de referéndum?".

Si el Concejo no aprobara una ordenanza propuesta por la peticion de
iniciativa, o la aprobara en una forma diferente a la establecida en la peticion, o si
el Concejo no derogara una ordenanza referida, la ordenanza propuesta o referida
serd sometida a los votantes no-renes-de-treinta(30)-dias-ni-mas-de-noventa{(00)
dias a partir de la siguiente fecha de eleccion uniforme autorizada por las leyes
después de la fecha en que el Concejo tome su voto final al respecto.
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emnendaéa—en—e-l—fa‘fafe- La Cludad estara facultada para recaudar 1mpuestos
[\VA O N Ao
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efeemla—y sin superar la tasa max1ma de noventa céntimos (90¢) por cada cien
dolares ($100) de valoracion. Una recaudacion fiscal superior a esta tasa maxima
debe ser aprobada por la mayoria de los votos emitidos por los electores de la
Ciudad de Santa Fe. La tasa impositiva se aplicara al fondo general, sin embargo,
no se establecerd ningtin limite impositivo contra ningin impuesto recaudado para
la amortizacion de la deuda en bonos que haya sido autorizada por el voto del

pueblo.




Propuesta B

Enmendar la Carta de la Ciudad de Santa Fe mediante la supresién y modificaciéon
de las disposiciones que son redundantes de la ley estatal, duplicado de otras
secciones de la Carta o de otra manera innecesaria para su colocacion en la Carta.

Medida B
Seccidon 2.01 - GENERAL

La Ciudad tendrd todos los poderes otorgados a las ciudades por la
Constituciéon v las leves generales del Estado junto con todos los poderes
implicitos necesarios para ejecutar dichos poderes otorgados.







Seccion 10.06 - EMISION DE BONOS:

Fea No se emitira ningun bono fiscal de la ciudad, excepto los
bonos de financiacién y reembolso, hasta que no haya sido aprobado previamente







Section 2.

Propuesta C

Enmendar la Carta de la Ciudad de Santa Fe para establecer que el Concejo
Municipal pueda determinar c6mo llenar una vacante en el Concejo Municipal
con menos de 365 dias restantes en la oficina vacante segin lo autorizado por la
Constitucion de Texas.

Medida C

Seccién 3.09 - VACANTES, DESTITUCION, COBERTURA DE
VACANTES:

(¢) Cobertura de Vacantes:

En el caso de una sola vacante en el Concejo Municipal, si quedan 365 dias o mas
en el mandato del cargo vacante del Concejo Municipal. el Concejo Municipal
convocard a una cleccién especial, que se celebrard dentro de los ciento veinte
(120) dias posteriores a que se produzca dicha vacante. para llenar dicha vacante.
Si quedan menos de 365 dias en el término del puesto vacante del Concejo
Municipal. el Concejo Municipal puede, por mayoria de votos de los Concejales
restantes. a su discrecion. nombrar a un nuevo Alcalde o Concejal para llenar
dicha vacante o convocar a una eleccion especial para llenar dicha vacante por el

término restante.

Voting will be held at Santa Fe City Hall, 12002 Highway 6, Santa Fe, Texas, and
at any other county-wide vote center polling location as may be established
through an election agreement with Galveston County. The polls on election day
shall be open from 7:00 am. to 7:00 p.m. Early voting will be conducted from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on weekdays beginning on April 22, 2024 and continuing
through April 30, 2024. Extended hours for early voting will be conducted for at



Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.

Section 8.

Section 9.

least 12 hours on two weekdays during the early voting period, in accordance with
Section 85.005(d) of the Election Code. These extended days are designated as
April 29, 2024 and April 30, 2024, and voting will be conducted from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. on those days.

Applications for a ballot by mail may be sent to the Galveston County Chief
Deputy Clerk for Elections, P. O. Box 17253, Galveston, Texas 77552-7253.
Applications for an early voting ballot to be voted by mail must be received no
later than April 23, 2024.

In accordance with Section 83.005 of the Election Code, the City Secretary shall
serve as the early voting clerk and may appoint one or more deputy early voting
clerks in accordance with Section 83.032 and 83.034 of the Election Code. City
employees appointed as deputy early voting clerks shall serve without additional
compensation.

The City intends to enter into a Contract for Election Services with Dwight D.
Sullivan, Galveston County Clerk, and the County Election Officer for Galveston
County to provide various services for this election, including without limitation,
procuring and distributing election supplies, procuring and paying election judges
and clerks for early voting polling places and for election day, procuring early
voting and election day polling places, providing equipment, programming the
ballot, providing overall supervision of the election, conducting early voting, and
providing other related services. Galveston County Clerk Dwight Sullivan or his
designee shall serve as the Presiding Judge of the central counting station.

At least one accessible voting system will be made available in each polling place,
in accordance with Section 61.012 of the Election Code. The system must
comply with state and federal laws setting the requirements for voting systems
that permit voters with physical disabilities to cast a secret ballot.

The City Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to publish and post, in the
time and manner prescribed by law, all notices required to be published and
posted in connection with the conduct of this election. The order in which the
names of the candidates are to be printed on the ballot shall be determined by a
drawing by the City Secretary as provided in Section 52.094 of the Election Code.

The Mayor shall give notice of this election in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 4 of the Election Code. The returns of said election shall be made in
accordance with Chapter 65 of the Election Code, and such returns shall be
canvassed in accordance with Chapter 67 of the Election Code.

It is further found and determined that in accordance with this order, the City
Secretary posted written notice of the date, place, and subject of this meeting at
Santa Fe City Hall, 12002 Hwy 6, Santa Fe, Texas, a place convenient and readily
accessible to the general public, and said notice having been so posted and
remaining posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time
of said meeting.



PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8" day of February, 2024.

ATTEST:

Natifie N. Arnett, City Secretary

AW/ 4
L fot

BILL PITTMAN, MAYOR



